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AIMERIAN
GOULASH

Sway with Sufi mystics, savour the taste of vintage sherbets,
shop to the sound of trumpets. Then call it a night in SAN-
JAY SINGH BADNOR'S home town under lakeside

Mughal pavilions, musing how you would have felt going to

STLING amidst the folds of
the Aravalli hills, located in
the eate of lhe western

Indian de: tha

Mo up\ul Sy of the
Chauhan Rajputs who ruled Delhi in
the seventh century, Ajmer derives

its name from Ajaipal, its founder,
who built one of the éarlest of the
mighty Rajput forts atop. the
Aaimeru hilloc

“The routine tourist beat at Ajmer
would be a visit 10 the fabled dar-
gab (shrine) of the great Sufi saint
view the Anasagar lake from

Mughal marble paviliofs, go o the
red sandstone Jain temple, and pos-
sibly, hike up 1o the Taragarh fort
le also by metalled

saleat e dar-
: Botom: :

T o mysic S sners, browsing
fargaiarefor old silver at Naya Bazaar, sipping

exceplional
Tervour

sherbet made of freshly plucked
pink roses from Pushkar, or touring
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school on elephant back

the presigious Mayo College.
el e s
stepping stone for the more sought
after Pushkar, there is no denying
that it has its own peculiar charm.
The dargab of Kiwaja Moinuddin
Chisti is the city's single most impor-
tant attracting thousands of
devotees belonging to all faiths and
religions who come to pray for ful-
fillment of th ater-
ing the old walled iy through the
Delhi gate yo immediately
transported _into world
Rows of tiny shops line both sides of
the road leading to the main gates of
the dargab. In this bazaar and in the
two main lanes, which flank the
dargah, one can wly absorb the
atmosphere overflowing from within
h h

site

another

she
at the mosque)
incense sticks, roses and other flow-
ers, colourful lithographs of the dar-
gab and of Mecca, glass bangles and
music tapes of gawtali recordings.
Inside the mosque, live stains of the
latter can be heard as the gawuals

ingers) render verses in praise of
the Saint in accompaniment to
music. These gawwalis are sung
with the devotion_and
ecstasy inspired of a special spiritu
bond existing between them and the
departed saint. No wonder then th
e robust melodies invoke 2 specal
fecling amongst the lisencr. Go

passion,

with an open mind and time to
spare, for .\ll]wu).h the crowds in
Bl

ush, the surrounding ambiance is
St scabing . i witi he

complex reverberates with its own

shyth preny much oblons o the

e world

T adioee ' beh ety and

spiritually enlightening. Choose an

inconspicuous corner and observe
Coi

Stepping out of the dargab

Jet g the lane wineing towards

= mn.n din-ka-jhonpra, yet anoth-
isite example of Muslim
Sichicrture: Bosioe salle el
lucky gems and birthstones; if you
are forunate you may find good
quality amber, known for its healing
The Adtaidinarfonprs
ibdaybue’ s
ana
fut and i deinely wok more than
60 hours to build. A long flight of
steps brings you'to the s
couryard where once siood on
ihe Nnest cenires of SanskritJear
ing. Buik by Vigr I, i is believed




Vened Into & mosque In st wo.
days, whereby the name.
Pillars carved with Hindu gods and
goddesses belie the ancient architee-
al skill. The main facade
was ner added, s  seven-ached
wall c i amic calgr-
ToE Toagh i s i

used for prayers, m i
i the oty darpal seebe e

be fol.
lowed by either a 45 minute hike up
(0 Taragarh fort (for a splendid view
Jf the city, especially during mon-
soom), or a walk through the ndrrow
lanes and by kunes (o the

Ajmer's main market place) and on
10 the railway station, or a backt
via the Delhi gae towards ih
Muddha market. One of the thriving

cotsge industtsof fmer, s
furniture made from
cally grown grass reeds, Avallable

i fereot o el ok -
b fumiure i comfonabl, pact
and good v

around the comer near the found-
about is the Nasiyan - an interesting
Jain_temple, betier known as the

Red temple due (0 its red sandstone
construction. The temple is divided
ain temple

the Jain community is
and the second section,

into two sections, the m:
where only
permitted,
which s open to the general public
The wnl templ ofe nsghe
hology and
of e ,mw universe
Walk on straight ahy
0 hit the Naya Ba
because the first new market
place 10 be built ousside of the
walled city; a rather ironic name
today, for the ‘new market place’
2 tuly medieval atmos.
all booths

d from here
so called

it was

boards. You can get good Phnsiing
u are keen on

sional band players who provide
live music as they rehearse with
their trumpets, drums and - pipes,
while you shop,

Only a stone’s throw away is the
kbar's rined palace
o bonsing the govemmenk muse

um. You can stroll through from
here to the bangle bazaar and on to
the main road, which emerges near
the General Post Office and con
nects to the

kept up the tradition of using nat
al ingredients while minimising m
arificial preservatives a

use of
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atthe dargah;
B¢

cloth shets.

Ve aro the cud-

tomary
ing at the dar-
gah




AJMERIAN
GOULASH

jmer
town nestles In
s of the
‘Aravali hills;
Below:

essences. Bhikilal a local resident of
Ajmer, began making sherbets just
for and 1o his surprise they
shot It stardom. Today, his son
the ldrly GauShankar looks afer

a5 greatly
expanded since its mupmm Over
30 varietes of sherber y fruit
ot el e e
tose watr are some of ihe ems

lable at Bhikial's.- A glass of
Chlle rose sherbet s 2 muss s

ek ey s the emon
sherbets are the most
they are sill m:d= from 100 year old
recipes; the pink roses come spe-
u.:ll\ from Pushlar The

e s cmibingrad queen
or Jahan, who is said to have for-
ed the ecipe o preparing rose
Ajmer. These summer cool-
ers, which range from lemon and
10 the more exotic Jeechi, mul-
berry, falsa, kewra, kesar (saffron)
elaichi (cardamon, etc, are quite @
steal for Rs 50 to Rs 150,
now you would have had
your fai share of the bazaars, gallis
(lanes) and the chaotic bustle of
Ajmer city. It is time 10 h
Mayo College, one of India
S

265 lush green scres. the carapus
was founded. by Lord Maye, the
Viceroy of India in 1675, Based on
the English Public School system,
Mayo was primarily meant for
prisces 2nd otherInian e
s fist pupil, the Maha

arived on his s dsy of 5Lhou| in
great style - seated ai
e e

this event s known as the Alva
gate. Mayo College today is 4 res
demwl publu school open to all. For
the main atraction is
most cernly the grand main bk
g in white unpolished marble, the
rchitectural style noteworthy for the
fusion of Iskamic, Hindu and Rajput
Styles. The large assembly hall has
ponnits of many a maharda a
m

e
, possibly one
sseums India.

Although the curriculum is e

with the contemporary Indi

Cation system the school sl reains

some of its past traditions. For

fmntnes on the il Doyt
boys sport the safa (the customary
headgear of the m,pum Vishors are
advised 10 seek permission from the

Prncipal or the vice-brincpal 10 be

able o tour the school campus.

the Anasagar lake with Shah Jahan's
mable pavilons sanding on the

edge. Or perhaps even a walk inthe
o o e st peviions.

or'a bear rde o the islane in e
centre of the lake.

ACCESS: By Al The dosast aiport
Jaiur (132 'en). Indan Avinos and dt
A\lw.nyl fly everyday from Delhi and from
Mumt

By ral: Amer is connecled by severalvains
uhning o the ah-Amedabed . The
‘Shatabdi Express o Amer via Jaipur from
Do is o good tain. o s the Do

a, ey Highway No.
mcing et Humbal v Japur
Dos @0 rom
ACCOMMODATION:RTOG. it Knasm
ot Lrm, o S 2 s s
als0 the Ambassador Hotelon Ashok Mar
ok 425005, 428470 and. ot Mansingh
o on Anasagar Girclar Road. tel:
425855, 425857. STO code: 0145
FOR MORE INFORMATION: _Tourst
Iformaton Bureau at Hotel Knadim, te:
5226

TRAC
REPRESENTATIONS  Ph/F:
e

. get an additional five nights FREE'

A1 6th Floor , Himalaya House,Kasturba Gandhi Marg, New Delhi
New Delhi 373 0476/ 3350270, Mumbai 6443391/6450656, Chennai 8212125/8273536,
Calcutta 2469095/2264330, Ahmedabad 6363191/6400520

Limited offr Condiions apply




